THE KONUNG OF WHITE WALLS

their wenches to church and were married to them.
The Princess was godmother to Sveneld, and wore a;
thicker veil than usual and a great gold cross on her
breast, and kissed him with annoying coldness on the
forehead. That was all he got for a long time.

One day the Prince's sister came down-stream from
the.smaller town that stood at their northern border
on the same long river. She stayed in her rooms for
a day while bales and bundles were unpacked; then
there were new curtains at the windows patterned
with eyes in silver thread. After that she sat on
Bracislav's left hand with her women behind her.
But they kept quiet. She was called Volodara, and
sometimes the Blue Swan; she liked sailing on the
river and pulling up the long stems of the water-lilies*
There were other things she liked that people found
it best not to talk about, and she did not go to church
except for the greatest festivals, or when there was too
much talk and her brother made her go. She had her
hair in plaits, oily and much scented, and her eyes
were pale blue and flat, as the eyes of white horses
sometimes are. But her furs were finer and softer
than any that Theophano had.

Sveneld was angry at having to wait so long and get
so little from the Very Beautiful. He was not used to
it and he was very young still; he got even angrier
when Ingolf told him that Bracislav was displeased
and he was putting them all into danger. So, partly
to cool his own anger, and partly to please Ingolf, he
tried to get Anna Maria instead. At first it had always
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